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It’s hiding in plain sight because 

we aren’t being educated and 

trained to recognize it. 
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The Detroit Area Agency on Aging (DAAA) is 

working to shed light on elder abuse and 

hopes that partnering with churches will 

raise awareness on the problem and 

motivate individuals to speak openly with 

other members and religious leaders about 

their circumstances.  
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Faith-Based Organizations act as umbrella 

organizations to coordinate programs within 

their religious communities  and maintain 

connections through overlapping leadership 

roles with agencies; academic institutions; 

and businesses; to respond to and improve 

the living standards within many 

communities. 
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Did You Know? 

Elder Abuse Prevalence 

• Nearly 6 million cases of elder 
abuse were reported in in 2012 

• 100,000 cases were reported in 
Michigan  

• Adults 60 and older comprise 
15% of the population and 
account for nearly 30% of fraud 
victims 

• 66% of perpetrators are family 
members 
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Demographics 

• 66.4% of elder abuse victims are white 

• 18.7% of victims are black 

• 10.4% of victims are Hispanic 

• 77.9 is the median age of an elder abuse 

victim 

• 67.3% of elder abuse victims are females 
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Types of Abuse  

Perpetrators of Financial Exploitation  

• 47% of perpetrators are one of the victim’s own 
children  

• 24% are other relatives  

• 19% are the spouse  

• 5% are a friend or neighbor  

 

Types of Abuse  

• 33% of victims suffer from caregiver neglect  

• 24% from financial exploitation  

• 17% from physical abuse  

• 2% from sexual abuse  
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Categories of Abuse 

Abandonment  

• Public or private locations 

• Desertion  

• Grief & loss 

• Social connective-ness 

Emotional & Psychological 

• Verbal & non-verbal 

• Manipulation 

• Powerlessness 

• Early stages of dementia 
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Categories of Abuse 

Financial & Material 
Exploitation 

• Identity theft 

• Property & possessions 

• Banking 

• Taxes & income 

• Burial preparation 

Physical & Sexual Abuse 

• Medical check-up 
o Bladder & bowel incontinence 

o Diabetes 

• Conversations 
o Infection, disease 

o Hands, nails, feet, mouth 

o Dental  

• STD (contagious diseases) 
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Categories of Abuse 
Neglect 
• Living conditions  

o Assisted or Independent 

• Clothing 

• Malnutrition 

• Assisted 

• Home organization 
o Utilities 

o Interior maintenance 

o Exterior maintenance 

 

Self-Neglect 

• Adult Daily Living Skills 

• Homebound - Ambulatory 

• Hoarding - Diogenes 
Syndrome 

• Utilities and Appliance 
Safety 

• EMT (First Responders) 
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Aging & Adult Service Agency 

(AASA) 

This is one of the first state funded pilot 

programs  to work through faith-based 

organizations on how to deal with and help 

prevent elder abuse by raising awareness 

and promote prevention efforts by educating 

and training on each category of elder 

abuse. 
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Target Population 

DAAA began working to 

shed light on elder abuse 

and partnered with Faith-

Based Organizations within 

its’ regional area and 

developed an Elder Abuse 

Toolkit that was revealed 

during the pilot program 

kickoff in May 2017. 
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Elder Abuse Tri-fold 
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Pilot Faith-Based Organizations (FBO) 

• Greater Burnette Baptist Church 

– 16801 Schoolcraft Ave, Detroit, MI 48227 
  Pastor R. Patrick Johnson 

• Life Line Christian Center 

– 8787 Chrysler Dr, Detroit, MI 48211 
 Bishop Anthony K. Claxton 

• Second Ebenezer Church 

– 14601 Dequindre St, Detroit, MI 48212 
 Bishop Edgar L. Vann 
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Michigan Chronicle 
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FBO Tool Kits 

• The Faith-Based communications tool kit 

was designed to help consistently 

elaborate the concerns of DAAA, AASA 

and its mini-grantees.   

• It meets the core objectives of 

communicating the issue and securing 

further investments to scale up what 

works. 
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Prevnt Elder Abuse Initiative 

• Talking Points 

• Tool Kits 

• Reporting 

• Inventories 

• Training Manuals 

• Fact Sheet  

• Resources 

• Prevnt Coordinator 
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Prevnt - Tool Kit 
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Demographic Survey 
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Training Surveys 
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Training Evaluations 
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Who  

are  

the 

Caregivers? 
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Caregiver Assessments 
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About the Prevnt Tool Kit 
• Physician’s Statement of 

Examination 

• Steps to Assessing & Responding 
to Elder Abuse 

• Wayne County Community Contacts 

• Assessing Capacity 

• Elder Abuse Behavioral Indicators 
o Family Violence 

o Aging Drivers 

o Personalized Safety Plan 

o Hearing Impaired Resources 

o Mandatory Reporting Law 

o FAQ’s about Elder Abuse 
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Nine Training Modules 
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Is key to successfully dealing with the 

problem of elder abuse. 
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Reporting Inventories 

• What is the current census breakdown in age of people: 

o 60 and over 

o 65 and over 

o 75 and over 

o 85 and over 

o 95+ 

• What is the percentage based on ethnic mix? 

• What percentage of those 65+ live alone? 

• What percentage of this age group income could not afford them to rent 

a one bedroom apartment? 

• What are some of the financial challenges facing the elderly? 

• What percentage of seniors participate in volunteer or social activities? 

• What are some of the major obstacles seniors are experiencing? 
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• "Elder abuse is rarely 
discussed in policy 
circles, less prioritized for 
research and addressed by 
only a handful of 
organizations," notes Dr. 
Etienne Krug, Director of 
the WHO Department for 
the Management of Non 
communicable Diseases, 
Disability, Violence and 
Injury Prevention. 
“Governments must protect 
all people from violence. We 
must work to shed light on 
this important societal 
challenge, understand how 
best to prevent it, and help 
put in place the measures 
needed.” 
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Information Systems 

• Reporting & Intervention 

o Indicators of Abuse 

o Barriers to Reporting 

oMandatory Reporters 

o Investigating 

oHigh Risk Factors 

o Behaviors, Signs & Suspicions 
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Dealing with Aging & Loss 

• Role of Culture 

• Diverse Cultures 

• Victim Gender 

• Victim Age 

• Mental Capacity 

• Consent 

• Undue Influence 

• Relationship Issues 

• Substance Abuse & Aging 

• Domestic Abuse & Aging 

• Grief & Loss 

• Autonomy & Self-determination 
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Communication Links & Resources 
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Roles of the Community 

• Government 

• Community 

• Research 

• Faith Based Organizations 

• Professionals 

• Law Enforcement 

• Caregivers 

• Advocates 

• Coalitions 

• Elder Abuse Prevention Coordinator 

• Multi-Disciplinary Team 

• Outreach 
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Deliverables & Outreach 

• Deliverables 

o How can communities identify unmet service 
needs? 

o What actions can be taken to fill service gaps? 

o What special services have been developed for 
elder abuse victims? 

• Outreach 

o What is outreach? 

o What is the outreach message? 

o Reaching special populations 
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A Service 

Intervention 

Model 

The resources could be 

provided by diverse 

advocacy groups; such as 

government planners, 

community-based groups, 

institutions and 

legislators.  

 

PREVNT - Prevent Elder and Vulnerable Adult Abuse, Exploitation, Neglect Today 



Q & A 
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